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INFORMATION  PARISH DIRECTORY 

Office Information:  

Secretary: Kerry Cooper 

       Ph 5495 1042  Fax 5495 5030 

Email:  

 stlaurences@netspace.net.au 

Office Hours: 9-00 am - 3.00 pm  

 Wed.,Thurs. & Fri. 

Parish address: P.O. Box 81, 

      Caboolture, 4510, Qld, Australia 

Web Site:  www.cabooltureanglican.org.au
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JOHNôS SPOT PARISH REPORT  

  

My dear friends,  

another year is nearly over and 

another just about to begin, and as 

in previous years this year has also 

seen many activities taking place 

within our church; we have seen people come and people 

leave for different reasons; weõve had some great success 

this year with our childrenõs ministries ð Singing for Tots; 

Smartyõs Club; Youth Group; You Can Learn Too, Young 

Adults  and Sunday School due in no small part to the 

dedication and commitment of their team members and we 

look forward to a bigger and better year next year in all of 

those ministries.  

I must say a ôThank Youõ to the leaders of all of our 

Home Groups for the time and effort they put into the 

preparation for these important ministries in our church. 

Our thanks must also go to the grounds maintenance team 

for the tireless job they do in looking after the grounds 

around our church ð often in hazardous conditions with the 

heat and rain; and to all the people who are involved in the 

markets under the leadership of Fay Jordan ð you all help 

make the financial running of our church a great deal easier 

while at the same time providing outreach to the 

community. Thanks are also given for those who make the 

running of our weekly worship services so much smoother 

with the setting up of the church, the flowers and the 

cleaning as well as those who are our prayer warriors, 

those who welcome, perform sidespersonõs duties, read the 

scriptures, provide our music, operate our P.A. system and 

the many other tasks that go on in the background.  

In saying thanks, I must not forget our wardens; Jill, 

Paul, and Wayne and our Parish Council members who 

have met together monthly to look at the running of our 

parish; our secretary Kerry, for her running of the office, 

Celia, Nancy and Julie -Anne for their support work and to 

Ben and his mates for taking care of the IT needs of the 

parish. This has been done very successfully over the past 

twelve months.  

To our Building Committee, who have been meeting 

together to look at our new office building and Anglicare 

coming back to our site, we give thanks for their expertise 

in many different areas; from planning and preliminary 

costing and feasibility to the writing up of contracts that are 

a very important part of the whole process. With all this 

work put together, it gives me a great deal of pleasure to 

say that we have moved a step closer to starting this project 

as we have received a letter from Anglicare indicating that 

they want to continue the process and we will be meeting 

with them in early January to finalise some of the paper 

work that needs to be completed to go to the Building and 

Finance Committee in the Diocese. There will be a 

presentation at the AGM in February. It would be great if 

there could be as many people as possible at that meeting 

to air their concerns or give their support to the project.  

I personally believe that this project will enhance the 

ministry of our church to the greater community. God calls 

all His people to go into the nations and make disciples of 

all people irrespective of circumstance. When Anglicare , 

the social and welfare arms of the Anglican Church, comes 

on site it will show that we care for people and that we are 

one in Christ, not separate identities. The funding for this 

project will come out of the rental for the buildings when 

Anglicare moves in and we will not have to find the funds 

from our own income. It will also provide us with an income 

for ministry and outreach.  

As you know we have been introducing, our new 

Web Site which is now coming  together after some delay. 

Our old Web Site will be archived and while it will still be 

able to be accessed via a link on the new site, all 

information and correspondence will be obtained through 

the new Web Site.  

We are moving into the busy season of Christmas 

now and we do indeed give God all thanks and praise for 

the gift He gives us through the birth of Jesus Christ. My 

prayer for the year to come will be that we will find Godõs 

peace, hope, joy and love through our relationship with the 

Lord, Jesus Christ. We look forward to many new 

challenges in the New Year and if next year is as successful 

as this year has been we will power on for God together. 

My challenge for us next year is to invite a friend along to 

church so we can do as God has called us to do: to go tell 

and come and see; ôto know Christ personally and to make 

Christ known to othersõ and we can only do that through 

regular worship together and through prayer and reading 

of the scriptures.  

I would like to thank you personally for your prayers 

and support for Lorna and me, Crystal, Greg and the boys, 

Beau and Ben and for Courtney, Marty and the children. A 
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THEME  CHRISTMAS 

Christmas  or Christmas Day  (Old English : 

Crǭstesmæsse, literally " Christ 's mass") is an annual 

commemoration of the birth  of Jesus Christ , celebrated 

generally on December 25  as a religious  and cultural  

holiday  by billions of people around the world . A feast 

central to the Christian  liturgical year , it closes the Advent  

season and initiates the twelve days  of Christmastide . 

Christmas is a civil holiday  in many of the world's nations , is 

celebrated by an increasing number of non -Christians, and 

is an integral part of the Christmas and holiday season . 

The precise day of Jesusõ birth, which historians 

place between 7 and 2 BC, is unknown. In the early -to-mid 

4th century, the Western  Christian Church  first placed 

Christmas on December 25, a date later adopted also in the 

East. Theories advanced to explain that choice include that 

it falls exactly nine months after the Christian celebration of 

the conception of Jesus, or that it was selected to coincide 

with either the date of the Roman winter solstice  or of some 

ancient winter festival . 

The original date of the celebration in Eastern 

Christianity  was January 6, in connection with Epiphany , 

and that is still the date of the celebration for the Armenian 

Apostolic Church  and in Armenia , where it is a public 

holiday . As of 2011, there is a difference of 13 days between 

the Julian calendar  and the more generally used Gregorian 

calendar . Those who use the Julian calendar or its 

equivalents thus celebrate December 25 and January 6 on 

What is Christmas? 

what for the majority of people is January 7 and January 19. 

For this reason, Ethiopia celebrates Christmas, both as a 

Christian feast and as a public holiday on what in the 

Gregorian calendar is January 7.  

Many of the popular celebratory customs associated 

in various countries with Christmas have pre -Christian  or 

secular  themes and origins. Popular modern customs of the 

holiday include gift -giving  and the hanging of Christmas 

stockings , Christmas music  and carolling , an exchange of 

Christmas cards , church  celebrations, a special meal  and 

various deserts, and the display of various decorations, 

including Christmas trees , Christmas lights , garlands  and 

wreaths , mistletoe , nativity scenes , Advent calendars  and 

candles , and holly . In addition, several closely related and 

often interchangeable figures, known variously as Santa 

Claus, Father Christmas , Saint Nicholas, and Kris Kringle , 

among other names, are associated with bringing gifts to 

children during the Christmas season and have their own 

body of traditions and lore. Because gift -giving and many 

other aspects of the Christmas festival involve heightened 

economic activity among both Christians and non -

Christians, the holiday has become a significant event and a 

key sales period for retailers and businesses. The economic 

impact of Christmas is a factor that has grown steadily over 

the past few centuries in many regions of the world.  

 

           From Wikipedia 

Nativity scenes 

exhibit figures 

representing the infant 

Jesus, his mother Mary , 

and Joseph. Other 

characters from the 

nativity story such as 

shepherds , the Magi , 

and angels may be 

displayed near the 

manger in a barn  (or 

cave) intended to 

accommodate farm 

animals. A donkey  and 

an ox are typically 

depicted in the scene, 

as well as camels 

belonging to the Magi.  
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THEME  CHRISTMAS 
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PARISH ACTIVITY  PARISH DINNER 

On Saturday, l9th. November 2011, 90 of us turned 

up at the Church Hall about 5.30 pm for the Parish Dinner. lt 

had a South Sea Islands theme to it, so we arrived dressed 

as South Sea Islanders or Hawaiians or visitors (tourists) to 

such a region, or as pirates. There were some people who 

definitely stood out. Father John looked very relaxed and in 

holiday mode with his family. Father Graham was almost 

unrecognizable as a pirate with a magnificent black beard 

and a great head of hair. I think Garry was everyone's fa-

vourite. He was magnificent as a tall, bronzed hula girl , 

complete with a grass skirt and a coconut bra. I don't think 

we'll ever forget his antics, and his hula dancing was pretty 

good too. Everyone got into the spirit of the evening.  

After a roast meat dinner, we had various activities. 

Prizes were awarded for Best Family, Best Couple and Best 

Individual person for their costumes. Lots of prizes were 

awarded.  

We were able to show our style with a Hula Hoop. 

The kids had a definite edge and were more flexible but 

Garth gave them a run for their money.  

 A quiz had us all thinking but it wasn't as easy as we 

thought and they had a great deal of trouble pulling out an 

entry that was 100% correct.  

After a delicious dessert, the MC asked us to look 

under our chairs for a Black Spot ñ there were six in the 

room. As we found our Black Spot, we went out the front to 

Parishioners and friends enjoying their dinner of roast meat 

(three choices) and vegetables 

Garry leading the Congo line 

Some of the kids with a hoola hoop 

Pirate Graham and Hawaiian ógirlô Garry 


